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Disaster  teams  gearing  for  hurricanes 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


As  if  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief 
teams  haven't  faced  enough  challenges 
during  a  record-setting  spate  of  deadly  tor¬ 
nadoes  in  the  South  and  Midwest  over  the 


past  month,  June  1  marked  the  official  start 
of  the  2011  North  Atlantic  hurricane  season. 

in  Mississippi  an  EF-2  tornado  hit  Central 
Hills  Retreat  shortly  after  midnight  on  Jan.  1, 
but  by  daylight  Yalobusha  and  Calhoun 
Association  chainsaw  teams  were  cutting 
trees  so  assessments  could  be  made. 

The  camp  was  back  in  operation  by 
March  25,  hosting  its  first  event. 

On  April  15,  tornados  hit  Mississippi 
again.  Tne  Briar  Hill  Church,  Florence, 
feeding  unit  was  set  up  at  the  old 
Morrison  Heights  Church  site  in  Clintons 
with  10  volunteers.  Several  associational 
chainsaw  teams  were  activated. 

The  state  feeding  unit  went  to  DeKalb 
to  provide  meals  in  that  area  using  10 
members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  members  and 
several  trained  volunteers  from  Kemper 
Association.  That  same  night  another  tor¬ 
nado  hit  the  Leakesville  area,  and  associa¬ 
tional  teams  in  the  area  went  to  work  feed¬ 
ing  and  covering  homes  with  blue  tarps. 
Three  volunteers  from  the  Task  Force  went 
to  Sssist  the  associational  volunteers. 

On  April  25,  an  EF-5  tornado  hit 
Smitltville,  Wren,  Monroe  County,  and 
other  parts  of  north  Mississippi.  To  date, 
this  incident  hat  involved  221  volun¬ 
teers,  with  7,381  hot  meals  served. 
Church  and  associational  chainsaw 
teams  completed  119  jobs  plus  doing 
general  chainsaw  work. 


WHITE  HOUSE  BRIEFING  —  President 
listens  as  FEMA  administrator  Craig 
era  I  preparedness  for  the  201 1  hi 
Situation  Room  of  the  White  House  on  June  1 . 
Caison  ((seventh  from  left,  in  yellc 
president  of  the  National  Voluntar 
coordinator  of  Southern  Baptist 
American  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ga.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  The  White  House) 


Chaplains  made  contacts  with  212  fami¬ 
lies.  The  shower  units  provided  showers 
for  394  people  and  washed  64  loads  of 
clothes.  Teams  assisted  with  32  roofing  jobs, 
and  Golden  Triangle  Association  hosted  a 
debris  removal  day  using  87  volunteers. 

The  month  of  May  presented 
Mississippi  with  the  worst  flooding  along 
the  Mississippi  River  in  over  100  years.  A 
task  force  of  five  operated  from  North 
Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood,  for  sev¬ 
eral  days.  Currently,  deployment  hinges 
on  the  flood  waters  to  go  down  so  that 
teams  can  begin  mud-out  operations. 

The  beginning  of  the  20Tl  hurricane 
season  is  a  good  time  for  families, 
churches,  associations,  and  communities 
to  stop  and  make  preparations  so  that  in 
the  event  of  a  disaster,  they  will  be  ready 
with  resources  and  a  plan,  said  Mickey 
Caison,  the  North  American  Mission 
Board's  disaster  relief  team  leader. 

Individuals  can  find  resources  to  help 
their  families,  churches  and  associations 
prepare  for  potential  disasters  at 
wwww.mbcb.org  and  www.namb.net/ 
Disaster-Relief-FVeparedness.  Resources  to 
assist  in  disaster  preparedness  are  also 
available  from  the  American  Red  Crews 
(www.redcross.org)  and  at  www.ready.gov. 

According  to  Don  Gann,  consultant  in 
the  Men's  Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
there  is  much  that  families  and  churches 
can  do  to  prepare  for  hurricanes. 

"If  churches  are  in  the  coastal  area,  we 
have  a  setup  through  which  we  can  pre¬ 
identify  feeding  sites,  and  they  are  pretty 
much  the  same  from  year  to  year,*  said 
Gann.  "We  send  them  a  letter  reminding 


them,  and  we  also  have  secondary  sites 
to  which  we  can  transport  food." 

If  a  church  needs  to  get  ready,  there 
are  some  basic  steps  to  take.  For 
instance,  churches  should  encourage 
their  people  to  have  on  hand  three  days' 
worth  of  supplies.  Important  papers 
should  be  put  in  a  safe  place.  We  encour¬ 
age  churches  to  keep  track  of  their  folks, 
check  on  them,  and  make  sure  that  if 
evacuation  orders  come  there  is  some 
plan  in  place  to  take  care  of  the  people." 

Gann  encourages  churches  to  have 
spme  sort  of  plan.  "Some  churches  on  die 
coast  have  sister  churches  in  the  central 
and  northern  parts  of  the  state  that  are 
evacuation  locations,"  he  said.  Members  in 
those  churches  would  know  where  they 
could  go  in  the  event  of  an  evacuation. 

Several  churches  in  the  Jackson  area 
have  that  relationship  with  coastal 
churches.  Garay wa  Camp  &  Conference 
Center  in  Clinton  is  the  evacuation  site 
for  New  Orleans  Seminary,  Gann  said. 

Gann  added  that  the  Red  Cross  website 
cited  earlier  has  information  on  how  to  put 
together  a  preparedness  kit. 

"Some  people  always  stay  during  a 
hurricane,  Gann  said,  "and  churches 
can  help  by  having  contact  information 
and  a  fist  of  who’s  staying  and  who's 
not.  We  just  encourage  them  to  be  as 
ready  as  they  can  be. 

"Since  January  1,  Mississippi  Baptists 
have  been  doing  disaster  relief  work  vir¬ 
tually  every  day  this  year.  It's  been  a 
tough  year,  and  this  hurricane  season 
could  be  one  for  the  record  books." 


Baptist  Press  contributed  to  this  article. 
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Back  at  the  ATM 


A  visitor  from  another  planet  would  have  a  difficult  time  right 
now  discerning  whether  Mississippians  and  the  state's 
news  media  are  more  excited  about  the  receding  flood,  or 
the  reopening  of  the  river  casinos  as  the  water  goes  down. 

Over  time,  Mississippians  have  become  too  acclimated  to  legal¬ 
ized  gambling  in  our  state  —  and  based  on  our  behavior;  that  appar¬ 
ently  includes  many  Mississippi  Baptists.  We  just  don't  take  it  very 
seriously,  like  alcohol  even  as  me  casualties  continue  to  pile  up. 

Big  Gambling  has  always  been  about  the  money,  and  the 
political  and  social  power  that  comes  along  with  that  money. 

Now  someone  who  claims  to  be  a  "pit  boss,"  one  of 

■  those  sinister-looking  fellows  in  expensive  suits  who 
walk  the  floor  of  the  casino  patrolling  the  gambling 
tables,  has  written  a  book  titled.  Casino  Confidential 
(Quirk  Books  2008).  He  does  not  reveal  his  identity. 

Nonetheless,  his  observations  ring  true  to  anyone  with 
a  passing  knowledge  of  how  legalized  gambling  works 


Editor's 

Notebook 


the  deck  is  always  stacked  against  the  individ-  especially  on  slot  machines  —  red  supposedly  attracts  players 
t>ler.  Some  intriguing  tidbits  from  the  book,  and  gets  them  to  think  of  victory.  Casinos  have  also  experiment- 
I  by  Newsweek  magazine  and  msnbc.com:  ed  with  different  scents  —  a  kind  of  gamblers  aroma -therapy 

matter  what  game  you're  talking  about  -  Should  you  forget  to  wear  a  watch,  good  luck  finding  out  what 
s,  craps,  Elvis  Lesley  slot  machines  -  the  odds  time  it  is.  The  only  clocks  in  casinos  are  on  the  employees'  time 
p  in  the  casino's  favor.  This  advantage  is  called  cards.  Casinos  want  you  to  lose  track  of  time;  that’s  why  win- 
f  edge  and  ensures  that  die  casinos  stay  in  busi-  dows  are  so  rare.  It  could  be  5  in  the  morning  or  5  in  the  after- 
y  aren't  cheating;  they'll  lose  their  license  if  they  noon,  but  inside  a  casino  it's  always  forget-your- troubles  time, 
iff.  But  there  are  plenty  of  legal  ways  they  can  •  The  inventor  of  chive  was  a  genius.  Plopping  down  a  stack 
3  stop  paying  attention  to  your  bet  of  $100  chips  isn't  nearly  as  painful  as  putting  down  a  wad  of 

m're  serious  about  gambling,  don't  drink  while  $100  bills.  When  you  win  a  small  jackpot  at  the  tables,  dealers 
Alcohol  is  a  casino's  best  friend:  It  makes  vou  do  automatically  pay  you  in  chips,  hoping  you'll  bum  right  through 
i  no  sane,  rational  person  would  ever  think  of  doing,  them  without  a  second  thought.  Have  you  ever  noticed  there  are 
entire  paycheck  on  red  22  —  again!  In  gambling  jar-  a  dozen  places  in  a  casino  to  Duy  chips  but  only  one  place  where 
n  easy  mark,  and  there's  a  reason  casinos  try  to  make  you  can  cash  them  in?  Cash  goes  straight  into  your  pocket,  and 
drink  like  one.  Also,  be  wary  if  a  casino  starts  offering  you  other  the  casino  owners  know  they  might  never  see  it  again. 
ties,  especially  after  you've  won  a  lot  The  casino  owners  are  •  [Y]ou  shouldn't  step  inside  the  casino  unless  younave  1 00  times 

here  so  they  can  win  their  yoiirsmaflesf  bet  If  you  only  have  $100,  you  should  play  the  $1  tables, 
r  for  two?  A  hotel  room?  I  see  people  sit  down  at  a  $10  table  and  buy  in  for  $100  all  the  time. 
l  They  want  you  to  think  Twenty  minutes  latet  they're  all  out  of  cash  and  bade  at  the  ATM. 

Tt  want  to  leave  just  yet"  Gambling  is  bad  for  Mississippi,  and  bad  for 

psychology  and  what  Mississippians.  It's  bad  for  America.  Always  has  been,  always 
you  see  so  much  red,  will  be.  Are  we  too  far  down  the  slippery  slope  to  see  that? 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 
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motivates  us  to  take  risks.  That's 


-  tion  of  free  speech  of  any  kind. 

If  today  you  can  remove  my 
cross  because  it  offends  you, 
tomorrow  I  may  be  able  to 

j  us  expression 
■eer  in  Europe? 

.  _  _  because  vegans  are  offended, 

Ian  bears,  president  or  before  Republican  can  strip 

ince  Defense  Fund  Democrat  stickers  off  car 

bumpers  while  Democrats  ban 
Republican  commercials  from 

semblance  of  the  Judeo-  Discomfort  breeds  indigni- 
Christian  God  from  every  cor-  ty.  Indignity  breeds  intoler- 
ner  of  the  public  square.  ance.  Intolerance  breeds  per- 

Indeed,  crosses  and  secution.  Where  does  it  stop? 
prayers  should  be  no  more  In  Europe  last  month,  it 
intrusive  or  unsettling  in  a  stopped.  In  America,  though. 


Perspective  is  an  interest¬ 
ing  thing.  For  many  on 
I  the  left,  Europe  is  the 
continent  of  ultimate  sophis¬ 
tication  where  they've  out¬ 
grown  such  sotial  drudgeries 
as  Christianity,  faith,  and  reli¬ 
gious  freedom.  For  many  on 
the  right,  Europe  is  a  hotbed 
of  cultural  atheism  and  all  too 
indulgent  of  the  sophistries  of 
socialism  and  secularism. 

Mere  weeks  ago,  a  critical 
decision  from  the  Grand 
Chamber  of  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights 
(ECHR)  gave  pause  to  both 
those  perceptions.  In  a  remark¬ 
able  and  near-unanimous  judg¬ 
ment  the  ECHR  overturned  an 
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earlier  ruling  that  would  have  has  already  invoked  European  free  culture  than  bumper  the' 


nd  changes  of  address  to:  The 
3T1ST  RECORD.POBox  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


stickers  and  honkini 


horns  the  name  of  defending 
ing,  are  in  morning  traffic.  Each  —  a  growing  axis 
low  marks  the  free  expression  of  Christian  legal  grou] 
egal  one  person's  convictions,  and  with  deliberate  dilig 
png  like  all  free  expressions,  reli-  eliminate  freedom  fore 
reli-  gious  ones  are  sometimes  Perspective  is  s 

if  i®  I°ud  and  sometimes  auiet,  interesting  thing,  a 
US.  sometimes  a  little  overbear-  thing  most  dangerous 
ing  and  sometimes  a  gentle  ing  from  our  discus 
ake:  encouragement,  sometimes  religious  freedom  in  t 

idal  irritating  (even  to  Christians),  - 

afix  and  sometimes  delightful  Sears  is  a  former  fede 

nar-  (even  to  the  unbelieving),  but  cutor  who  held  various  pc 
Te[J  always  —  always  —  free.  departments  of  Justice  an 

wall  To  eliminate  that  free  expres-  during  the 
le  m  sion  of  faith  because  some  will  Administration.  The 
s  or  always  find  faith  "offensive"  is  Defense  Fund,  headqua 
n,  a  more  than  a  travesty  against  Scottsdale,  At,  is  a  legal 
n  a  our  nation's  history  or  a  rejec-  tion  working  to  protect 
yee,  bon  of  die  politically  expressed  serve  religious  liberty,  th 
mi  will  of  the  majority  of  our  fel-  of  life,  marriage,  and  th 
e  is  low  Americans.  It  is  die  first  Sears'  commentary  app 
any  giant  step  toward  the  e!imina-  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press 
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Guest  Opinion: 

Religious  expression 

now  freer  in  Europe? 

By  Alan  Sears,  president 

Alliance  Defense  Fund 

Ethnic  growth  plan  to  be  presented  in  Phoenix 


PHOENIX  (BP)  — 
Messengers  to  the  2011  annual 
meeting  of  die  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  in  Phoenix 
will  vote  on  a  set 
of  recommenda- 
tions  aimed  at 
making  the  con- 


vention's  leader¬ 
ship  positions 
ive  of 
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more 
the  g 
nic  diversity  in  its 
churches. 

Adoption  and 
implementation 
of  me  recommen¬ 
dations,  which 
are  die  result  of 
an  extensive  eth¬ 
nic  p; 
study 
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the  SBC 

Committee,  could  mailing  a  issue  at  the  "fore-  Moreno  outside  of  ^the 

be  pivotal  in  fuiuereon  change.  front  of  discussion.  Executive 

reaching  an  Moreno  was  He  served  on  the  subcommittee  Committee,  though, 

increasingly  diverse  American  on  the  committee  in  2008  that  that  conducted  the  ethnic  partic-  Wright,  pastor  of  Johnson 
.  ',  one  drafted  a  resolution  on  ethnic  i  pa  tion  study  and  drafted  the  Ferry  Church  in  Marietta,  Ga., 

1.  '  diversity,  but  he  said  litde  has  recommendations.  said  the  convention  needs  more 

we  want  to  reach  happened  in  response.  "Some  of  "There  was  a  full  buy-in  from  ethnic  diversity  in  its  leadership 
the  things  that  this  report  the  Executive  Committee.  I  and  the  first  step  toward  mak- 

indudes  were  induded  in  the  think  there  wP!  be  full  buy-in  ing  progress  is  bringing  it  to  the 

resolution,  but  we  haven't  seen  and  support  from  messengers,  attention  of  the  people,  which 
practically  anything  happen  in  Come  on,  we've  got  a  black  he  believes  the  recommenda- 
that  respect."  president,"  Anderson  said,  tions  do. 

The  difference  this  time,  he  referring  to  President  Obama.  Three  of  the  recommenda- 

said,  is  that  the  "We've  moved  on  now,  and  tions  are  addressed  specifical- 

■  recommenda-  it's  time  for  die  SBC  to  step  up  ly  to  the  SBC  president,  asking 
tions  are  the  its  game.  They  may  not  think  of  him  to  "give  spedal  attention 
result  of  a  com-  it  in  that  regard,  but  that's  my  to  appointing  individuals 
prehensive  take  on  it.  1  do  believe  it  will  who  represent  the  diversity 
study  conducted  have  good  support."  within  the  convention,  ana 

by  the  convert-  To  accomplish  the  intended  particularly  ethnic  diversity" 


Anderson 


population  with  the  Gospel, 
expert  said. 

"If  we 

America  for  Christ,  it  needs  to 
be  with  the  inclusion  of  every¬ 
body  in  the  SBC.  The  ethnic 
people  are  growing  constantly 
at  a  very,  very  high  percentage: 

If  we  do  not  include  them,  we 

may  lose  a  gen- _ 

era  tion,"  said  ■ 

Frank  Moreno,  I 
director  of  the  I  '  dm f 
language  divi-  M  Mr 
sion  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  H  SJ 
Convention.  “ 

In  2000,  about  I  ' u 

35  million  ■ 

Hispanics  lived  I 
in  the  United  H 
States  but  in  I 
2010,  the  number  I 
had  grown  to  50  I 
million,  Moreno  M  , 
told  Baptist  U 
Press.  In  Florida 

the  M 

Hispanic  popula- 
tion  has  grown  by  ... 

60%  in  the  past  rV* 

decade. 

The  2009  SBC  Annual  Church 
Profile  report  indicated  that 
6.5%  of  congregations  in  the 
SBC  were  African  American 
while  an  additional  12.5% 
reflected  other  ethnic  identities.  Some  ma> 
Moreno  said  that  means  only  Southern  f 

81%  of  the  convention's  church-  l_'_  ’  _ 

es  are  Anglo. 

"What  I'm  saying  is 


,us  Christy 

Requests  the  “ 

Honor  of 
v  Your 
\  Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  ro9e 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(1  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 


Moreno  said.  "It's  not~a  one^  going 
way  street.  If  s  going  to  be  a  thing 

hirA-ursu  efroof  H  3Ild  yi 

that  ethnic  place,' 
will  not 

attend  assodadonal,  state  or 
national  meetings  or  drat  they 
"What  I'm  saying  is  we  are  don't  speak  English  well 
growing.  We  are  a  very  diverse  enough  to  participate  on  boards 
convention,"  Moreno  said,  "and  and  committees,  Moreno  said, 
if  we  are  not  aware  of  the  "Nowadays  we  have  a  lot 
changes  that  are  taking  place,  I  of  people  who  are  well-edu- 
thirik  we  are  going  to  lose  a  good  cated  and  are  able  to  commu- 
segment  of  the  population.'^  nicate  even  if  they  have  some 
Successful  marketers  in  difficulties.  They  can  under- 
American  culture,  Moreno  said,  stand  eveiy thing  that  is  being 
are  aware  of  the  current  power  said,  and  they  can  contribute  a 
of  the  Hispanic  market  in  partic-  lot,"  he  said, 
ular  and  have  vigorously  target-  Robert  Anderson,  a  former 
ed  that  population  segment.  "1  president  of  the  National 
don't  think  that  as  Southern  African  American  Fellowship 
Baptists  we  have  tapped  into  the  within  the  SBC,  said  the  recoin 
language  people  enough.  The  mendations  can  help  black 
secular  world  is  way,  way  ahead  Southern  Baptists  realize  anew 


Anderson 


David  Thomas  Wills,  39,  director  of  the  Sunday  School  Department  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  dies  May  31  at  Baptist  Medical 
Center  in  Jackson  due  to  complications  related  to  leukemia. 


“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  die  right  to  become 
children  of  Cod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


The  first  congressional  roll-call  vote  on  abortion  in  1991  proves  a 
victory  for  advocates.  The  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  votes  May  22 
to  require  the  country's  armed  services  medical  facilities  overseas  to 
provide  abortion  on  demand  when  the  client  pays  for  the  procedure. 


Herschel  Hobbs,  newly  electecf  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  says  that  he  considers  "our  Christianity's  struggle  with  commu¬ 
nism  the  most  serious  threat  since  Jesus  Christ  walked  this  earth." 


June  9,  2011 


■  The  Baptist  Record 


Be  Still  and  Know 


Vacation  Bible  School 


Revivals  and  Homecominc 


CD  or  IRA 

Maturing? 


Ask  us  ■! l)ou t  4  -  ; 
Guaranteed  Into 
Growth  Rider 


The  Scripture  says,  "Be 
still,  and  know  that  1  am 
God"  (Ps.  46:10).  It  had 
been  a  beautiful  spring  day. 

It  was  almost  summer  but 
not  quite.  The  day  was 
warm,  the  afternoon  was 
cool,  and  the  golden  sunset 
was  in  process.  I  was  not 
scheduled  to  be  anywhere  * 
for  a  meeting,  to  speak,  or  ai 
to  visit  with  anyone  and  so  fl 

I  fixed  myself  a  turkey  ol _ , _ 

sand  wich,  got  a  glass  of  flying  just  fo/me.  f  J 
Barq's  Root  Beer,  and  went  to  myself  now  this  is  gcxxl! 
out  and  sat  in  the  backyard.  With  the  squirrels  play- 
The  atmosphere  was  still  ing  around  me  and  hawki 
except  for  an  occasional  flying  overhead,  the  air  con-  the  side  and  saw  that  the 
interruption  by  a  gentle  ditioner  stopped.  All  that  I  Magnolia  tree  I  had  planted 
breeze  brushing  through  could  hear  was  the  early  several  years  ago  had  beau- 
the  trees.1  thought  to  night  sounds  of  the  locusts  tiful  blossoms  on  its  branch- 
myself,  what  an  enjoyable  and  soon  some  chirping  es.  Then  in  the  stillness,  God 
moment  this  would  be.  1  chimney  sweeps  arrived,  began  to  remind  me  of  how 
had  hardly  taken  the  first  Out  in  the  distance  I  heard  He  takes  care  of  His-people 
bite  from  my  sandwich  the  bark  of  a  dog.  It  was  not  and  how  wonderful-He  has 
when  _  the  air  conditioning  one  of  those  angry,  mean  been  to  me.  The  birds  of  the 
unit  kicked  on  and  the  noise  barks.  It  was  one  of  those  air  have  nests.  The  flowers 
Memed  to  override  every-  happy,  friendly  barks  that  a  do  not  worry  themselves 
thing  else  that  was  happen-  dog  gives  when  he  wants  to  into  a  frenzy  in  order  to 
ing  m  niy  backyard  world,  say  hello  to  someone.  He  become  beautiful  like  the 
I  was  determined  to  enjoy  barked  a  few  times  and  then  Magnolia  blossoms.  God 
the  moment  and  so  I  contin-  it  was  quiet.  Then  the  verse  cares  for  us.  Suddenly  it 
munch,  watch,  and  came  to  my  heart  like  a  seemed  as  though  every- 

*  wojt  from,  Go^>  "Be  shU,  thing  was  still.  The  sun  had 
Only  u  few  more  minutes  and  know  that  I  am  God."  . 
massed  when  I  saw  a  couple  As  I  sat  quietly  and  I  ■MBMWMH 


painting.  A  Mockingbird 
with  its  variety  of  sounds 
and  its  repertoire  of  songs 
flew  up  to  the  ridge  of  the 
house  and  began  his 
evening  symphony. 

My  sandwich  was  gone 
and  I  was  enjoying  a 
,  -----  moment  that  I  had  not 

alongside  of  each  within  just  a  few  feet  of  known  in  a  long  time.  With 
med  to  be  where  I  was  and  as  though  joy,  a  sense  of  peace,  confi- 
I  thought  it  was  doing  a  contorted  dence,  and  hope,  I  was  not 
‘  ice  finally  caught  its  sup-  only  connected  with  cre- 
and  then  flew  off  into  ation,  but  I  was  in  touch 
distance.  I  looked  off  to  with  the  Creator.  Suddenly 

the  air  conditioning  unit 
kicked  back  on.  but  honestly 
it  did  not  seem  to  matter  for 
there  was  tranquility  not  just 
in  the  world  around  me  but 
a  peace  within  me  that  nei¬ 
ther  A/C  compressors, 
phones  ringing,  news  blar¬ 
ing,  or  the  trials  and  troubles 
of  life  could  disrupt.  What  a 
joy  it  is  to  experience  the 
reality  of  the  Lord's  presence 
as  He  says,  "Be  still,  and 
know  that  I  am  God." 


IBLIOCIPHER 


Jim  Futrol,  executive  director- treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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passed  wnen  1  saw  a  coupl_ 
of  the  fr  iendly  squirrels  that 
hang  aiiound  our  house 
jumping;  from  limb  to  limb 
m  a  Sycamore  tree  as 
though  they  were  doing 
acrobtiics  just  for  me. 
Actua’ly,  I  don't  think  they 
knew  that  I  was  there.  I 
stayed  still,  and  I  watched 
them  as  they  came  down 
the  tree,  jumped  on  a  fence. 


Hoot  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Five:  Thirty-one 


1.  Connth  Church,  Heidleberejune  13  - 17,  &30  - 11-30  a.m., 
pre-K  -  6th  grade.  Call  (601)787-3828  for  more  information. 

2.  Crossroads  Church,  Petal:  One  day  VBSJune  18,  9  a  m. 

2  p.m.,  including  lunch;  grades  1-6;  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  270-5043. 

3.  Bellevue  Church,  Thaxton:  June  13  -17, 6-30  -  830  ajn. 

4.  Southside  Church,  Yazoo  City:  shown  are  the  participants. 

5.  First  Church,  Lexington:  May  23  -  27;  avera; 

£ance'  53,  high  attendance,  60;  $386.85 
Baptist  Children's  Village;  Mata  Tuttero 


atten- 

_ or  the 

leader.  Shown 


out  of  the  comer  of  my  eye  I 
saw  something  flying  over 
the  backyard.  It  was  a  beau- 


12,  11  a.m„  followed  by  lunch;  singing,  1:30  p.n 
City  Quartet,  musk;  Dwight  South,  pa^r. 

Tfed  Church,  Louin:  Centennial  Anniversary,  lul 
vc®8'  11  3-m.,  followed  by  lunch  and  singing;  Keii 


investment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


4.  Southside  Church,  Yazoo  City 


«vnoxo ^ c_n uren,  lylertown:  100th  anniversary,  June  12: 
lunch  following  morning  service  with  an  afternoon  erf 
reflection  and  special  music;  Dorman  Laird  and  Michael 


I  _  .  -  -  - -  —— —  — ,  a  re/II  ICVUIIUJ  tk,  I  Uflf 

II  a.m.,  with  food  and  fellowship;  Ralph  Hunt,  speaker. 

Roxie:  Homecoming  and  revival  June  1 
15;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the  groui 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ronnie  Robinson,  speaker;  Pat  a 
Roy  Doughty  and  the  Gospel  TravelenTmusic;  Jan 
Hunsucker,  pastor. 


O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeiand,  MS  39157 


5,  First  Church,  Lexington 


The  Bxrnsr  Record 


June  9, 2011 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


House  Tops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


GROWINf -CHURCHES 


BSU  is  on  more  than  30  campuses  in  Mississippi,  and  you  are 
invited  to  come  and  join  the  fun!  Grow  spiritually  and  serve 
while  you  are  in  college  ...  and  find  great  friends!  Every  BSU 
has  a  welcome  event  at  the  beginning  of  school  in  the  fall.  Find 
out  more  about  BSU  where  you  are  going! 


Friday  &  Saturday,  July  29  &  30 ,  2011 


MERIDIAN  COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

601-693-2674 

meridian_bsuOcomcast.net 


SOUTHWEST  MISSISSIPPI 
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

601-276-2012 
smccbsuObellsoutb .  net 


COHN  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

601-643-2630 

broboiceOcolinbsu.org 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

601-925-3238 

maddoxOmc.edu 


OHTA  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

662-843-2507 

bsudsuObellsouth.net 


MISSISSIPPI  DELTA 
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

662-246-5442 
bentiltenOyahoo  com 


rime  at  each  location:  9KX)  am.-  noon 


EAST  CENTRAL 
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

601-635-2481 

dukhunrOhotmail.com 


MISSISSIPPI  STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

662-323-5761 

mb2520ra.msstate.edu 


July  23,  2011  August  6,  2011 

FBC,  Senotobia  FBC,  McComb 

Senatobio,  Miu.  McComb,  Miss. 

August  27,  2011  September  17,  2011 

FBC,  Kosciusko  FBC,  Picayune 

Kosciusko,  Miss.  Picayune,  Miss. 


July  9,  2011 

FBC,  Cleveland 
Cleveland,  Miss. 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 

601-318-6161 

tim.glazeOwmcarey.edu 


GULF  COAST 
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

226696-6958 

mmiddlecampOgmail.com 


MISSISSIPPI  UNIVERSITY 
FOR  WOMEN 

662-3263295 

bsuOmuw.edu 


Country  Woods 
Byram,  Miss. 


For  more  info: 
Contact  the 
Collegiate  Ministry 


NORTHEAST  MISSISSIPPI 
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

662-7265409 

northeastBSUOhotmail.com 


Department  at 


HOLMES  COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

662-472-2837 

tobryant10yahoo.com 


1-800-748-1651 


NORTHWEST  MISSISSIPPI 
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

662-562-6168 

bsu_nwccObellsouth.net 


ITAWAMBA  COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

662-862-3278 

iccbsuOnexband.com 


PEARL  RIVER 

COMMUNITY  COLLEGE  \  J 

601-795-8581  \/ 

601-477-3973  prccbsuObellsouth.net 

jcjcbsuOgmail.com 

Baptist  Student  Union  is  a  ministry  of  your  Cooperative  Program 


For  more  information  contact 
Kiely  Young  at  kyoungQmbcb.org 
or  Lee  Ann  Boykin  at  laboykinQmbcb.org 
or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  292,  or  601-292-3292 


ippi  f'.opti-  l  f  [■ 


2011 


Hottiesburg,  Miss.  601  31*  so 
FesfivalSoufh 


June  1  1 


June  1  2 


Gulfport,  Miss,  jvu  hs3  5096 


NO  ADMISSION  (  MAt/r.l 

• '  f  v, 


:4V.v^---  >\  ;rr- 

•  ,» 


June 


Starkville,  Miss.  662  322  363 


HhMI 


V* 


''  wk  ’|l' IH! 


"Creating  a  Culture 
of  Growth" 


PASTORS  WORKSHOP 


^  Hr.  I  ,irr< 


JO  I  2  \t  AIU.AKI  I  I  U  kh 

1  ini}1  ■Y^TyrnTi 


i  t'llljIK,  II 


Kv%  Israel  C’o\ 


August  29,  2011 

9  a.m.  to  noon 

Baptist  Building  Skyroom 

With  Larry  LeBlanc.  II,  Pastor,  FBC  Summit 
&  Israel  Cox,  Pastor,  Crosspoint  Church,  Gulfport 

•••  •••  ••• 

l  For  more  information  contact  Alan  Woodward 

!**'*'*“  -----  «»•>■»-»  nr  >unnil»iBnia»— a— fc. 


Mid-Delta  FamilyrEST 
July  20-24,  2011 


FamMyFEST  to  a  hands-on 


Save  the  dates! 


Professional  Certification 

and 

>:  Skillshops 


August  16-18,  201 1 

GARAYWA  CAMP  AND  CONFERENCE  CENTER,  CLINTON.  MISS. 


Certification 

The  certification  course  is  divided  into  six  three-hour  sections: 

•  God*  Call  ■  Leadership  '  ,  •  Administration 

■  My  Character  •  Communication  •  Ministry 

Skillshops 

Basic  English  and  Church  Financial  Management  skillshops  offer  in- 
depth  experiential  treatment  of  specific  areas  of  office  administration 
and  ministry. 


Contact  Kay  McDonnell  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305, 
or  601-292-3305  or  kmcdonnell9mbcb.org 


Ministries  Retreat  is  for 
rsons  (12  years  and  older)  and 
parents,  teachers,  and  friends. 


her  9-10,2011 

Camp  and  Conference  Center 
Clinton,  Miss. 


■of  non  iirformcfton,  cofllod 
Lot  Ami  loyfcin  at  loboyklnOi 


•  I oydih.fi  of  aboydihmdmbeb.org 
org  or  eoH  1  80074*. 1451,  t*t.  292 


or  601.292.3292 

WMlmippt  B.ptlll  Cortwittofl  iowU  •  f-0  lo,  5»  -  Wcklon.  MS  3»»S 


A  Woman  <  Guide 
■jdyM. Living 
H.  KcHcv 


- 

RS'  WIVFS 


jOTNFEBtfJCF 
WlStr^l  7011 


'fJviohdpy 


"rnc'thiipri 


.TCltSOI 


•  , 


111 


f^ay  tor.  a  team  at  46  from 
Dlxlv*C,  Hattiesburg,  as 
they  travel  to  mmsttr  to  tfy 
people  ofFeru.  June  18-26 


8-1007 
Mr.  Evan  Epps 

Parents.  Aaron  &  Tltany 
South  America 

e-16-07 

Mr.  Hutchinson  Adair 

Parents  James  &  Mary 
Margaret 

Sub-Saharan  African  Peoples 

UMI 

Miss  Alisha  Austin 

Parents  Arnold  &  Susie 
South  America 


Encourage  an 
BAPTISTS  MK  with  a  card! 

FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded. 

9tads  Of”*'  Parent'*  name.  MBCB 
WMII  Mk  Birthdays,  PO  Box  5 30,  Jackson  MS 
39205. 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of 
cards  together,  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to 


8-24-01 
Miss  Kaylee  H 

Paren tsfeyit 
South  Amaica 


Mopping  Up 


Bv  Jimmy  Porter 

Wids.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Comm. 


The  battle  was  long  and  even 
hough  the  crew  had  won,  the  ship 
ieck  remained  littered  with  blood 
ind  debris.  Before  normalcy  could 
«t  in,  someone  had  to  take  a  mop  of 
ope  and  yam  and  clean  the  deck.  In 
he  1600s  a  sailor  called  a  swab  would 
lo  the  “mopping  up." 

For  the  Christian  families  of  faith, 
ictory  was  declared  at  the  cross  and. 
mpty  tomb  but  the  war  goes  on.  The 
ipostle  Paul  described  it  like  this. 
For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and 
lood,  but  against  principalities, 
gainst  powers,  against  the  rulers  of 
le  darkness  of  this  world,  against 
liritual  wickedness  in  high  places." 
'phesians  6:12).  He  then  encourages 
ch  believer  to  put  on  the  whole 
mor  of  God  and  to  take  our  stand 

Bthe  evil  of  our  day. 

admonished  Christians  to  be 
>  be  proactive.  Yet,  the  vast 
[  of  believers  are  reactionary, 
it  until  there  is  a  crisis  to 
or  until  the  vote  is  cast  to  com¬ 
oan  and  groan.  Having  been  a 
or  several  years,  I  learned  it 
was  difficult  to  get  a  church  to  become 


proactive  and  said,  "T1 
practice  preven-  not  men 
five  maintenance,  but  met 
My  Christian  mighty 
friends,  we  can  man's  v 
no  longer  afford  getting 
to  sit  back  and  stated  1 
react.  We  must  must  ta 
take  a  stand.  The  pray  for 
attack  has  been  vently  a 
relentless  since  sick  of  c 
the  days  of  Adam  Every 
and  Eve  and  it  cemed  r 

- has  not  slack-  the  task 

Porter  ened.  Therefore,  and  ele 
our  churches  tions.  I 
must  step  up  to  the  plate  and  get  tions" 
involved  in  creating  an  environment  researcl 
that  is  Christian  friendly  and  tolerant  church, 
to  Christianity.  Am  I  the  only  one  knowlec 
who  feels  political  correctness  applies  people  r 
to  all  religious  groups  (both  fanatical  is  happi 
and  terror-oriented)  except  Christian?  really 
Society  is  tolerant  of  all  groups  but  church  « 
not  those  who  hold  to  Christian  student: 
teachings  and  values.  schools 

What  can  we  do?  First  and  fore-  doms?  ' 
most,  we  must  pray.  Once  we  have  and  con 
put  on  the  armor  of  God  the  apostle  tions. 
says  that  we  must  "pray  always  with  To  sti 
all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the  Approp; 
Spirit,"  (Eph.  6:18).  E.M.  Bounds  Each  chi 


said,  "The  prime  need  of  the  church  is 
not  men  ot  money  nor  men  of  brains, 
but  men  of  prayer."  "Prayer  is  a 
mighty  instrument,  not  for  getting 
man's  will  done  in  heaven,  but  for 
getting  God's  will  done  in  earth," 
stated  Robert  Law.  Our  churches 
must  take  seriously  the  mandate  to 
pray  for  our  governing  entities  as  fer¬ 
vently  as  we  pray  for  the  lost  and  the 
sick  of  our  world. 

Every  church  needs  a  group  of  con¬ 
cerned  members  who  are  dedicated  to 
the  task  of  keeping  important  issues 
and  elections  before  the  congrega¬ 
tions.  If  the  phrases  "late  term  abor¬ 
tions"  and  "embryonic  stem  cell 
research"  are  mentioned  in  your 
church,  how  many  would  have 
knowledge  of  their  meaning?  Our 
people  need  to  be  educated  as  to  what 
is  happening  around  them.  Do  they 
really  understand  separation  of 
church  and  state?  Do  they  know  that 
students  and  teachers  in  public 
schools  have  certain  rights  ana  free¬ 
doms?  The  issues  have  to  be  studied 
and  communicated  to  our  congrega¬ 
tions. 

To  study  an  issue  is  not  enough. 
Appropriate  action  must  be  taken. 
Each  church  would  do  well  to  have  a 


group  of  concerned  citizens  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  church  with  strategies,  tech¬ 
niques  and  resources  with  which  to 
address  all  levels  of  government  and 
social  concerns.  The  steps  are  quite 
simple — pray,  educate,  and  then  act 
upon  that  which  you  have  studied 
and  saturated  in  prayer. 

The  Christian  Action  Commission 
is  available  to  come  to  any  church  and 
meet  with  any  group  of  individuals  to 
assist  in  getting  you  started.  There 
are  resources  we  can  share  with  you 
that  will  provide  insights  and  helps 
with  your  strategies.  Many  churches 
are  beginning  to  select  committees  for 
the  new  year,  and  what  better  time  to 
get  a  group  together  and  assign  them 
the  responsibility  of  keeping  the 
members  informed?  Just  give  us  a 
call  at  601-292-3329  if  you  desire  more 
information  or  need  to  schedule  an 
organizational  meeting. 

Yes,  we  have  won  tne  war  but  we 
can  never  quit  mopping  up.  Evil 
residue  and  debris  are  an  around  us, 
and  we  need  some  committed 
Christians  to  become  "swabs."  How 
about  signing  up? 

Porter  can  be  contacted  at  601-292-3332 
or  at  jporterGchristianaction.com. 


MOTHERS,  Chronicle,  Homecoming. 
FRI  6pm:  MSQC  Awards,  Talley  Trio,  Red 
Roota,  Others.  Sat.tpm-IOpm:  Mart 

Trammell  QT,  Mike  Bowifog  Family, 

Ricky  Atkinson,  Red  Roots,  'Riderc, 
Others  (AM  Talent  Contest! 
www.msqca.com  or  601 -466-4J43 
Ticket,  RV,  boothspace  information. 


LOCATED  IN  ARLINGTON,  TX,  is  a 

multi-generational  conservative 
Southern  Baptist  Church  looking  for  a 

Senior  Pastor  who  can  operate  in  a 


total  Sunday-  morning  attendance  is 
600-650.  Please  forward  resume  to 

Terry  leffries.  Pastor  orf  Administration 

at  terryRtatesprings.com  or  directly  to 
the  pulpit  committee  at  pas- 
torsear-hvtatesprings.com 


cuif  trjreS  “Vacation  home: 

Summer  Special  $89SPwk.  Including  clean- 
- n  one  ci  c  cm 


CONDOS  Gulf  Shores  and  Orange 

Beach,  Al.  Rent  Direct  from  Christian 

Family  Owners.  Lowest  Prices  on  the 
Beach.  Summer  Special  4  Nights  Of  Unit 
0  adults  &  kids)  $627  Includes 
Everything.  1,2  &  3  Bedroom  units  also 
available.  Even  lower  prices  for  those  in 
the  Ministry  205-5564)368  205-752- 

1231 .  www.gulfshorescondos.com 
STAINED  GLA55T  NEW  WINDOWS 
AND  REPAIRS.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 
jackson.  601  502-0202. _ 


ESTIMATES.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss,  phone  601-7766617. _ 

STONED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 

MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Calf  800605-2970 

SEMEN'S - SIDING: - JACKSON, 

Christian  owned.  All  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal 
and  shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen 
and  glass  rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don  & 


Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair  •ETSY'S  LIL'  CARINS  al  Lake  Lincoln 
Fa*  illustrations  to  601-483-7956  or  State  Pari  ret*  nlgNtyor  $250.00  a 
call  800-368-2705.  week.  For  details  Call  601-940-6841  or 


i ;  iif.y.v.y 


week.  For  details  Call 
601-643-8817 


DELIVER  YOUR  VEHICLE  LOCALLY  OR  Jj  '  I  J 

LONG  DISTANCE  Spotless  driving  record.  Health  insurance  and  Medicare 
I  have  many  years  of  experience  doing  this.  Supplements.  Cal 1  1-60U-541-8196  or 
Please  call  Leo  Hefler601 -594-3280  vlsrt  wviw.TumerlnsufanceOnline.com 


The  Baptist  Record 

P.O.  Box  S3* 
Jackson,  MS  392*5 
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GOOO  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHL’RCH, 
PURVIS,  MS.  IN  LAMAR  COUNTY  K 
ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL 
TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Resumes 
may  be  submitted  at  kristiVgood- 
hopeporvis.com  or  mailed  to  P.  O.  Box 
tit/.  Purvis.  Ms  39475. 


3033  RIDGE  ROAD,  COLUMBUS  MS 
39705  ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR 
PASTOR.  Sunday  School- 140, 
Worship-175  Experience  &  education 
a  plus.  Resumes  accepted  through  June 
30,  201 1,  Call  662-327  6689  for  info. 


SEEKING  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL  OR 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  lo 

work  with  both  the  children's  division 
and  the  Vbuth  division  as  a  coordinator 
not  necessarily  a  teacher.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Flowood  Baptist  Church, 
1649  Old  Fannin  Road,  Flowood,  MS 
39232.  For  further  information  you 
call  601-992-6464. 


ENTERPRISE,  MS  IS  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES'  FOR  A  FULL-TIME 
MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS.  Pleasesend 
resumes'  to:  enterprisebaptistVatt.net 
OR  Enterprise  Baptist  Church  C/O 
Minister  of  Students  Search  P.O.  Box 
186  Enterprise,  MS  39330 


•  ~wx  •  v,r  rursv.1 1,  nvma,  ms, 

IS  SEEKING  APPLICANTS  FOR  THE  FULL 
TIME  POSITION  Of  CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION  MINISTER  (Kith  to  6th 
grade).  Resumes  may  be  mail'd  to  FBC 
Magee, P.O. Bax 266  Magee, MS  39111 
or  emailed  to  khallVlbanagee.com 


m<7)Cr* 


Claassen 


Five  William  Carey 
University  athletes  were 
recently  named  to  die  2011 
National  Association  of 
Intercollegiate  Athletics 
(NAIA)  All-American 
Teams.  Anna  Ard,  a  senior 


Louisville,  was  named  to  die 
2011  NAIA  Softball  All- 
American  First  Team.  She 
was  also  named  Southern 
States  Athletic  Conference 
(SSAC)  Pitcher  of  the  Year. 
Maja  Vuzem,  a  junior  busi¬ 
ness  administration  major 
from  Komwestheim, 

Germany,  was  named  to  the 
2011  NAIA  Women's  Tennis 
All-American  Second  Team. 
Jody  Claassen,  a  freshmen 
psychology  major  from 
Cape  Town,  South  Africa, 
was  named  to  the  2011 
NAIA  Men's  Tennis  All- 
American  First  Team.  Toni 
Gauta,  a  sophomore  psy¬ 
chology  major  from  Zadar; 
Croatia,  was  named  an  hon¬ 
orable  mention  to  the  2011 
NAIA  Men's  Tennis  All- 
American  First  Team. 


Visit  us  online  aft 
www.mbcb.org 


e 


Hardy  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg,  is  sponsoring  a 
mother's  day  out  program  Tuesday  and  Thursdays, 
•nL  Jufy  ?*'  ’  a-m-  “  3  p.m.  $50  registration  fee, 
with  $115  monthly  tuition  ($75  for  June).  Ages,  infants 
-  6th  grade,  summer  session;  infants  -  5  year  old,  fall 
and  spring  sessions.  Snacks  provided;  Bible  stories, 
praise,  creative  play,  crafts,  and  outdoor  play.  For 
information,  call  (601)  544-1794. 


)  544-1794. 


2.  Midway  Church,  Pontotoc  Association,  recently  hon¬ 
ored  their  graduating  seniors  with  Bibles  and  a  meal, 
shown,  first  row,  are  Kelsie  Horman,  Kenzie  Moore, 
Hannah  Roye,  Stuart  Caples;  second  row,  Morgan 
Hamblin,  Brandon  Tutor,  and  Callie  Leonard.  Tommy 
Tackett,  pastor.  7 


Vuzem 


»  * 


Gauta 


uon  t  let  those  who  have  given  so  much  make  these  kinds  of  decisions 

They  call  it  Dignity.  We  call  it  a  Mission. 

GuideStone  s  Mission:Dignity  ministry  provides  critical  financial  assistance  to  thousands  of 
retired  Southern  Baptist  ministers,  workers  or  their  widows.  But  we  canl  do  it  without  you. 

"tanl  bless  them!  I  got  somethin!  ta  tonight  -  and  it  wasn't  jest  a  piece  of  toast 

Idell  Auttn.  Mission  Dignity  Recipient 


t4+ a/ 

wvv>.  yinionDignitjrSBC.org  to  donate  online 

Mission :  Dignity  c««  i  -wb-w-guide 

Aotoing  Itond  ■mum  end  Spoums  1 1  -888-984-8433)  for  more  informetion 

<  facebook.com/MissionDignity  <  twitter.com/GuideStone 


2.  Midway  Church,  Pontotoc  Association 


>,  ;i  a] 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Where  is  Your  Treasure? 

S3  Matthew  6:19-34 

By  Beth  S.  Bowman  ultimatelv  Ho  ... 


vhat  Aunt  Julie  Halfacre  of 
you  Winona.  Although  I  am  not 
~  related  to  her  by  blood,  she 
treats  me  as  if  1  have  always 
been  a  part  of  her  family.  With 
open  arms  and  the  warmth  of 
tne  afternoon  sun.  Aunt  Julie 
welcomes  many  in  her  home 
and  her  heart.  She  has  never 
treated  a  possession  as  more 
can  worth  than  the  person  in  front 
ven.  of  her.  Generosity  fills  her 
are  soul  and  spills  onto  all  those 
'len,  in  her  circle  of  influence.  I 
me.  would  dare  to  guess  how 
vho  many  broken  hearts  have  been 
alti-  healed  at  her  kitchen  table, 
ies"  how  many  cakes  have  left  her 
lool  oven  to  cheer  the  sick  or  how 
day  many  people  will  enjoy  eter- 
nursing  nal  fife  because  of  her  invest- 
is  look-  ment.  She  values  people  over 
er?  The  possessions... every  time.  Stop 
needs  a  by  to  visit  her  sometime.. .and 
vest  in  a  be  sure  to  look  a  little  hun- 
ine  day  gry...her  strawberry  cake  is 
in.  Use  tne  best! 


Hl„,  rf; - . -  “O  issues,  givi 

last.  The  possessions  it  away  now.  Giving  it  away  is 
that  we  acquire  will  fun  and  will  free  you  up  t< 
eventually  posses  us.  serve  without  being  ownec 
I  he  maintenance,  by  things, 
upkeep  and  safety  of  STORE  UP  FOR  YOUR- 
ltems  become  an  SELVES  RICHES  IN  HEAVEN, 
in  Dowman  energy-driven,  focus  (Matthew  6:20  NIV) 

w  u  i  'aden,task-. 1  am  over-  First  of  all,  not! 
whelmed  ,ust  keeping  up  with  destroy  any  deposit  ir 
;j:hire  “*  P°we/  c,0rds  for  few  Lives  given  to  Jesus  C 
pieces  of  electronics  Jiat  I  permanent  and  can't  I 
own!  And  yet  I  am  tempted  to  destroy  or  decay  o\ 
purchase  another.  Many  years  Investing  in  a  general 
a8°'  Dr.  Kevin  Cooper  do  not  know  Christ  is 
preached  a  sermon  about  the  mate  way  to  acquire 
fall  of  man.  He  rightly  linked  in  heaven.  The  grad 
our  obsession  with  clothing  to  class  that  needs  a 
our  deepest  need  to  cover  up  School  teacher?  The 
our  sms  and  our  inadequate  home  visitation  team 

itrng,S  We  .don  f  find  our  »hg  for  a  team  meml 
ultimate  worth  in  the  Lord,  so  young  woman  who 
we  hnd  itm  the  things  that  we  mentor?  All  ways  to  ir 
possess.  These  things  begin  to  future  that  you  will 
define  us.  And  we  will  never  participate  m.  Jump 
have  enough.  We  will  never  your  gifts,  talents, 
k  »  ut<n'e  UT  enougfi-  Here's  a  time,  money  and  focu 

but  challenge  for  you:  Simplify  your  energy  on  things 
your  life.  Give  it  away.  Fmd  a  eternal  today.  Tru 
com-  need,  meet  it.  But  don't  go  sweeping  the  earaee  c 


Many  modem  movies  con-  until  a  blood  sacrifici 
tarn  stones  that  can  be  used  to  was  given  in  the  form  o 
illustrate  spiritual  ftuths.  Such  Jesus  Christ  we  do  nc 
is  the  case  of  the  first  install-  have  hope  of  joy  am 
ment  of  the  movies.  Pirates  of  happiness.  This  SUnda 

ik.  r,~ w— •  r-. - son  asks  ^  questioiv  / 


the  Caribbean:  Curse  of  the 
Black  Pearl.  This  movie  hinges 
on  a  curse  that  was  bestowed 
on  the  pirates  many  years  ago. 

The  curse,  until  broken,  pre¬ 
vented  the  pirates  from  ever 
enjoying  anything  in  life.  They 
could  acquire  as  much  money, 
possessions  and  women  in  life 
and  never  be  satisfied.  Until 
the  curse  was  broken  by  blood, 
they  were  doomed  to  live  a 

1John  2:2  These  verses  come  from  the 
stated  He  is  the  atoning  sacn-  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  These 
fice  for  our  suw,  and  not  only  are  exact  words  of  Jesus  from 

!kl OUkrLbu  *  sms  of  His  lips  to  our  ears.  We  do  not 

theJ*.ho1*  world.  (NIV)  see  in  scripture  many  times 

Tins  story  certainly  carries  the  words,  "Do  not..." 
spiritual  truth.  Garrung  posses-  when  we  do,  we  should  pay 
sions  and  financial  resources  particular  attention.  His 


Bowman  is  Minister  of 
Connection  at  First  Church, 
Brandon,  and  a  speaker  for 
women's  events. 


Explore  the  Bible  f  a 

Navigating  Life's  Storms  J 

Jeremiah  3:12b-17;  4:1-4  A( 

By  Harold  Simmons _  admitting  that  they  jfl 

_  ,  have  sinned  against 

Trackers  were  people  who  God.  This  admission 
were  very  skilled  in  their  abili-  begins  with  the  recogni- 
ty  to  track  wounded  animals  tion  or  perception  that  Si 
or  desperados.  I  heard  one  wrong  has  occurred.  We 
man  in  a  western  movie  sav  of  become  acquainted  with  the 
another:  "He  could  track  a  fact  that  we  have  rebelled 
lizard  across  a  rock."  Trackers  against  God.  The  Old 
were  very  useful  people.  Testament  word  for  sin  means 
Jeremiah  was  something  of  a  we  have  missed  the  mark.  The 
tracker.  He  could  trace  die  pat-  word  pictures  drawing  a  bow 
tem  of  people  s  lives  to  deter-  and  sending  an  arrow  toward 
mine  where  they  were  going  a  target.  God  sets  the  target 
morally.  He  tracked  the  with  His  righteousness  and  from 
Hebrew  people  to  the  place  laws.  We  are  th“  shooter  who 
where  they  got  off  the  track  of  aims  the  arrow.  With  the  tar- 
tollowing  God’s  instructions  to  get,  we  have  something  to  give 
them.  In  this  lesson  Jeremiah  is  us  a  measurement  of  whether 
trying  to  get  this  nation  back  we  are  on  target. 

on  track  and  going  the  desiz-  Today,  The  Holy  Spirit  that  guilt 

makes  us  aware  of  our -  ' 

It  is  as  though  He 
video  in  our  minds  to  help  us 
see  the  wrong  we  have  done  or  unmerited 
are  doing  bestows 

God  I 
told  His 


tion  of  "  if  you  repent."  The 
Northern  Kingdom  was  told 
that  they  must  rid  themselves 
of  the  idols  they  worshipped. 
Their  lives  did  not  influence 
the  Canaanites  to  accept  the 
Lord  as  their  God.  That 
would  have  brought  blessings 
to  the  Canaanites,  for  God 
had  said  that  the  descendants 
of  Abraham  would  bless  all 
nations.  Instead,  the  Israelites 
had  been  influenced  by  «h.« 
Canaanites. 

There  is  an  additional  part 
of  that  command.  They  must 
not  waver.  That  means  they 
must  not  get  other  gods  other 
than  the  ones  they  had  been 
worshipping.  That  action 
would  not  satisfy  a  jealous 
God  who  wants  no  other  gods 
before  Him. 

For  the  Southern  Kingdom, 
is  there  was  the  command  to 
break  up  the  unused  land  of 
were  their  hearts.  Unplowed  land 
is  wasted  land.  There  is  a  part 
of  their  hearts  that  is  wasted 
because  they  have  not  sought 


If  God's  people  will  be  no  need  for  an  "Ark  of 
get  on  target  with  what  the  the  Covenant"  because  God 
Lord  wants  of  them,  there  are  will  reside  in  the  heart  of  indi- 
blessings  in  store  for  them,  viduals  in  the  person  of  the 
There  w  a  great  blessing  that  Holy  Spirit.  AU  people,  all 
comes  with  a  forgiven  heart.  If  nations,  will  be  drawn  Mid  will 
one  repents,  forgiveness  respond  to  God's  Throne,  His 
comes  in  a  powerful  way.  place  of  dwelling. 

First,  a  great  burden  is  lifted 

jeart.  That  great  bur-  Missing  God's  Judgment 
den  is  in  the  form  of  guilt.  The  (Jeremiah  4:1-4) 

people  of  Jeremiah  s  day  and  Once  again  there  is  a  con- 
we,  were  and  are  guilty  of  ditional  sentence  that  begins 
rebellion  against  the  mighty  with  "if."  God's  judgment  1 
God.  The  blessing  is  to  have  coming  but  it  can  be  missed 
„  t  removed  from  us  as  When  the  Hebrews 
wrongs,  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  delivered  from  Egypt,  if  they 
plays  a  west.  Another  blessing  is  real-  put  the  blood  of  the  lamb  on 

izmg  and  receiving  the  their  doorpost,  the  "Death  _ 

-J  love  that  God  Angel"  would  Passover  their  the  Lord 
.  ,  ,  _  ufion  us.  house.  In  other  words  God's  — 

uah  has  God  has  promised  the  bless-  judgment  would  pass  over  Simmo 
they  have  mg  of  having  leaders  (shep-  them.  Here  there  is  the  condi-  pastorate 


Getting  Back  on  Track 
(Jeremiah  3:12b-13) 
Jeremiah  said  the  beginning 
getting  back  on  track  is 


news 


rd  is  pleased  to  publish 
iphs  of  special  events 
ooperating  churches  of 
1st  Convention, 
for  publication  in  The 
I  be  either  (a)  typewrit- 
id  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
Minted  on  standardized 


Al  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-.  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
wtt  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  tor  secular  or  outside 
organizations  wi*  not  be  published.  Deadline 
for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space- available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptMrecorddmbcb.org. 


in  writing;  no  articles 

Ihe  telephone.  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  submitt 

Knitted  electronically  the  who,  what,  whan,  where  details  of  (b)thre 
i,  and  must  be  con-  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  Photos 
ie  segment  of  an  e-  address  and  telephone  number.  Cel  phi 

easing  virus  threats,  Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  Mid  tion  its 
i  will  be  accepted,  while.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  ere  Photog 
rrts  are  permtssibie  not  rsprodudbie.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  if  do  not 


